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Key
currently implementable
implementable in the near future
implementable with moderate investment
implementable with extensive investment

PROJECTS

Creative Placemaking
Strategy Recommendations

Connection to
Recommendation POL. 1

Related Projects, Resources and Information

PROJ. 1
County-Wide Mural
Project

Dependant

•

In 2021, the Arts Council applied for a Bloomberg
Philanthropies Asphalt Art grant for a mural project
along the Mariposa Creek Parkway. Grant awards not
announced as of July 1, 2021.

PROJ. 2
Sculpture Park

Dependant

•

None

PROJ. 3
Frost Shop
Site Activation

Not Dependant

•

The Frost Shop site was identified in the
Transportation Center and Active Transportation
Feasibility Study (adopted by the Board of
Supervisors in 2019) as a strategic community
building opportunity for the Town of Mariposa.

PROJ. 4
Mariposa Creek
Parkway

Not Dependant

•

The Mariposa Creek Parkway Master Plan (adopted
by the Board of Supervisors in 2020) both articulates
a community vision for the project, and provides
a roadmap for implementing this transformative
community building project. The master plan has
also been a powerful tool for securing additional
resources to implement the community’s vision,
including:
•
A $415K grant from the Wildlife Conservation
Board’s riparian restoration grant program to
remove invasive species and revegetate with
native riparian species;
•
A $4.4M grant from the Caltrans Active
Transportation Program to build Phase III of
the Mariposa Creek Parkway, including new
sidewalks along Jessie Street and the 11th
Street Paseo; and
•
A $460K grant from the Caltrans Sustainable
Communities grant program to develop a
Special Plan for the Phase IV segment of the
Parkway.
•
Additionally, the County is awaiting a decision
on a grant to the Wildlife Conservation Board’s
Public Access grant program to design a
trailhead on the north side of the creek in the
Phase III segment.
In 2020, the Arts Council was awarded a California
Arts Council Innovations + Intersections grant to
develop and install a series of artistic interventions
along the Creek Parkway centering and supporting
the Southern Sierra Miwuk Nation and traditional
ecological knowledge.

The recommendations in the Creative Placemaking Strategy (CPS) are both
responsive to input from a wide variety of stakeholders from across the
County, and well-aligned with current state, federal, local and private funding
priorities. As such, the Planning Department, Arts Council, CPSAC and other
community partnership have already begun fundraising and capacity building
efforts related to several of these recommendations and, in some cases, have
already secured funding and begun work.
This table indicates the level of investment needed to implement individual
Creative Placemaking Strategy recommendations, and where applicable,
identifies relevant projects, fundraising efforts, and other resources associated
with each recommendation. Additionally, while the strategy does not prioritize
the recommendations, it should be noted that many of them are contingent
on or would be greatly enhanced by POL. 1: Establish Creative Placemaking
Strategy Advisory Committee as a Review Body for Public Art and Creative
Placemaking Projects & Programs. Incidentally, this recommendation also
requires among the least amount of investment to implement. The table
indicates the relationship between each recommendation and this key policy.
•
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PROJECTS

Connection to
Recommendation POL. 1

PROJ. 5
Midpines County
Park

PROJ. 6
Coulterville
Pedestrian
Enhancement and
Walking Tours

Not Dependant

Not Dependant

Related Projects, Resources and Information
•

•

In the Spring 2020, the LAR 404 Cultural Landscapes
studio at Cal Poly San Luis Obispo studied
Midpines County Park as an opportunity to align
county recreation and resiliency objectives. The
studio explored a range of conceptual projects
on, and offered several recommendations for park
enhancements and programs--including as a trailhead
for a future Bear Creek Trail--that engage with issues
related to climate change.
The Mariposa County Bicycle and Pedestrian
Plan (adopted in 2011) proposes specific bicycle
and pedestrian infrastructure improvements in
downtown Coulterville. These improvements are
ready to be funded by appropriate grant programs,
including the Caltrans Active Transportation
Program.

PROGRAMS
PROG. 1
Curated,
Site-specific
Temporary Art

PROG. 2
Land
Preservation &
Interpretive Art

Dependant

Possibly
Dependant

•

•

•
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As of July 1, 2021, the Arts Council is in the
process of drafting grant proposal for the
National Endowment for the Arts “Grants for Arts
Project” grant program and California Humanities
“Humanities for All” grant program for a curated,
site-specific temporary public art, cultural
performances and art exhibition addressing issues
related to the Southern Sierra Miwuk Nation’s fight
for federal recognition. This project will connect
and complement a new exhibition focused on the
Southern Sierra Miwuk Nation being curated and
installed at the Mariposa History Museum.

The Planning Department, Arts Council, American
Indian Council of Mariposa County/Southern Sierra
Miwuk Nation, and Sierra Foothill Conservancy (SFC)
have already established a deep partnership and
successfully collaborated on many projects over
the past five years. Furthermore, Sierra Foothill
Conservancy leadership and staff have been
extremely active in learning about the many ways
creative placemaking/keeping can be leveraged
to support land preservation and are excited to
develop and implement creative placemaking/
keeping projects on SFC’s preserves.
In 2021, the Arts Council and Sierra Foothill
Conservancy partnered on a simple land
preservation + interpretive art project entitled
Stockton Creek Hide and Seek - a project that
commissioned a local artist to create life-size
bronze statues of threatened animals native to
the Stockton Creek Preserve. These statues are
positioned throughout the preserve in their native
habitats. Hikers are invited to look for these hidden
statues as they enjoy the preserve. Forthcoming
signage and interpretive materials connected to the
featured animals will raise public awareness and
investment in their protection. To date, Western
Pond turtle statues are installed and Grey Foxes and
Bobcats will be installed by the end of 2021.

PROGRAMS

Connection to
Recommendation POL. 1

Related Projects, Resources and Information
•

A number of community residents have expressed
great interest in utilizing/offering their vacation
properties for Artist Residencies or chautauqua style
programming.

•

A number of local artists have indicated they would
like to develop a residency program and would prefer
to work in concert with the Arts Council on this effort.

Possibly
Dependant

•

The Planning Department and Arts Council are
currently working on a National Endowment for
the Arts Our Town grant to help define and grow
partnerships/capacity for this program.

PROG. 5
Outdoor Film
Program &
Community
Conversation

Not Dependant

•

Film curators, thematic film lists and community
panelists for the first season of this program have
already been identified and created by the Arts
Council as an outgrowth of the organization’s Virtual
Film Club and installed at the Mariposa History
Museum.

PROG. 6
Art &
Environment
Lecture Series

Dependant

•

Initial program ideation for this program has already
been developed between the Planning Department
and the Arts Council.

PROG. 7
Permanent
Parklet Program
Conversation

Possibly
Dependant

•

Temporary Parklet program already developed by
Public Works and approved by the County Board of
Supervisors in 2020.

•

Creative Placemaking Strategy Advisory Committee
members positioned and ready for this added role
Draft Policy documents and procedures completed

PROG. 3
Artist in Residency
Program

PROG. 4
Art & Agricultural
Programming

PROG. 8
Public Art/
Creative
Placemaking
Database

Possibly
Dependant

Not Dependant

POLICIES
POL. 1
Establish Creative Placemaking Strategy
Advisory Committee as a Review Body for
Public Art and Creative Placemaking Projects &
Programs
POL. 2
Connect Creative Placemaking Projects and
Programs with Arts Education
and Creative Placemaking Projects & Programs

•

•

•

Mariposa County Office of Education newly
adopted Strategic Arts Plan identifies many arts
education recommendations that complement
the recommendations in the Creative Placemaking
Strategy
Mariposa County Unified classroom teachers have
indicated strong support for authentic arts learning
experiences connected to creative placemaking
projects and public art - particular on school sites.
. . . continued
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POLICIES
POL. 2
(continued)

POL. 3
Establish Funding to Support Public Art Created
by Local Artists

POL. 4
Mobility and Accessibility
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Related Projects, Resources and Information
•

In 2021, Mariposa County Office of Education secured
$8,000 from the Stuart Foundation to develop and
install a piece of public art on a school site and
part of the COE’s Strategic Arts Education Plan
implementation.

•

The 2021/2022 California State Budget allocated
40 million dollars to Creative Youth Development.
These funds will be distributed through the California
Arts Council via competitive grants. This is an
unprecedented influx of funding for Arts + Youth at
the state level and projects and organizations working
at the intersection of creative placemaking and arts
education will be well positioned to secure a portion
of this funding.

•

In 2020/2021 the Arts Council applied for significant
funding from the California Arts Council’s Jump Starts
program to support youth driven creative placemaking
projects and programs in Mariposa. Grant awards not
announced as of July 1, 2021.

•

The California Arts Council is seriously considering
decentralizing a significant portion of funding to State
and Local Partners (county Arts Council’s) in the next
few years. If this moves forward, this could be a
sustainable source of funding for this.

•

The Arts Council's F/STOP Photography program has
embedded accessibility methodology into its design
and could offer some best practices for creating
additional inclusive programming.
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Ah-Lo'-Mah' installation
This Creative Placemaking
Strategy demonstration projects
encouraged viewers participate in
the online Creative Placemaking
Community Survey by scanning a
QR code or following digital links.

Community
Survey
A companion to the Ah-Lo'-Mah', This Must Be the Place, and Seed Share
Creative Placemaking Strategy projects, an online engagement tool was
developed that allowed participants to provide desired feedback on creative
placemaking in Mariposa County. The survey includes a mix of structured,
open-ended questions capturing a range of feedback and input. All written
responses to the following questions are listed this appendix:

What are your ideas about how art could contribute to your
experience living in Mariposa County?
What’s missing in Mariposa’s artistic and cultural offerings?
What is something you wish you could find in Mariposa, but
can’t currently?
Is there anything we didn’t ask you that you’d like to share with
us about Mariposa’s future, its culture, and place?

7 // Community Survey
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What are your ideas about how art could contribute
to your experience living in Mariposa County?

1

It could be leveraged to support larger social, economic, environmental issues. It could expand our

Art is an essential service. Early postmodernity devalued the creative in all, in favor of a monetized

imagination as a community.

praxis for a few. Art experiences in Mariposa (visual, performing, literary, dance, "craft", etc.) should

Art should do more to express differences between and diversity throughout Mariposa County; less
about the Gold Rush (or at least, its dominant colonial narratives) and more about the experiences
and perspectives of people of color.
I would love to participate in a community art project and have more exhibitions.

embrace the spectrum to increase participation. We have many avenues to pursue Art that speaks
to our subjective definitions of excellence (ok, we're a tad farther away from some, yes...), and
Mariposa should include very accomplished examples by superbly talented Artists. But Mariposa
should embrace an Arts environment which speaks to larger public experiences, and shares
historical efforts that many dominant cultures may not have knowledge of. I think the Council does
much of this, so, yay.

Events

Expressions of native culture to help connect us to this place's history

Art could be the a major economic engine in Mariposa county. Most of our economy relies on tourist

Expand live theater and especially include a children's theater program, support arts in the after

dollars. Local artists have in my opinion missed an opportunity to bring and keep more dollars in

school program at MES

Mariposa. By keeping these dollars here we could reinvest to export their art out of the county and
make Mariposa an art hub, that also has Yosemite as a backyard.

Murals on buildings; Arts Council open on weekends when visitors are here - interaction with
visitors. Expand gallery-the space you are in doesn't give local artists very much exposure

I would love to see more art murals on walls, more green spaces, Creekside Walkway cleaned up, a

More outdoor art along the creek way. The Indian exhibits are a good beginning, but worry that when

few more colorful benches around for pedestrians, visiting or local.

rains come they will get damaged. Plexiglass is not tightly adhered to the wood frame; Monthly art

beautify the area, improve tourism, promote creativity in the community

walks.
I would like to see projects where the public can get involved in the making of art to be displayed in

Diverse performing arts bring people together
Giving us more of a sense of place and making daily life here more diverse and enriching as well as
drawing more tourists
More opportunities to experience visual and art outside of gallery walls - murals, theater, etc. More
opportunities for youth and adults to participate in create art. I miss the art classes for youth
Changing displays in public buildings or places where tourists might stop.
Encourage more artistic outlets for the community, for all ages

9 // Community Survey

the community, either temporarily or permanently.
It will add another level to the beauty of the area and reinforce the talent and creativity in the
community.
Art is very important in any community. The arts are a huge part of my life, and I enjoy seeing the
talents of other artists.
Living History through planned excursions, either bus/car pool or individual transportation
Art classes such as painting, pottery, printing. Community art studio space.
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What are your ideas about how art could contribute
to your experience living in Mariposa County?

1

There are so many creative locals who are both talented and unique! It would be great to see more

More public art, please. More walking routes

of them showcased on the walls of local cafes and businesses. Or even as vendors during a monthly
street fair!

Art brings people together and leads to reflection

We have more space in downtown Mariposa for murals... Bishop has some examples. They may be
small and simple. We have to keep up with the Mariposa Creek Parkway as that will be a defining

Currently I do not have any

element of "place"... new hiking paths are suggested for the Fiske Property conserve. Some way to
show some of the views across the valley for those in town might enhance the valley below... recall

I like the saying, "Without art, Earth is just eh."

the plein aire events eg.
I think that focusing on the history of Mariposa along with the culture and diverse groups brought
I would love to take part in more art workshops. I also love the art and artists in town. They inspire

here by our towns history, will make people feel more connected to the community of Mariposa.

me.
Beauty
No ideas but like what is happening
Art can help bring people together.
Art installations can add flavor to the County and attract pedestrian traffic.
Art speaks truth to power. I also think Art could tell the story of just how recent the current
Art can draw attention to it's surroundings. A water fountain, a small waterfall, a colorful artistic

iteration of Mariposa County is. Folks think this has always been a conservative location and don't

birdbath a beautiful painting, a fun sculpture, wall art some little surprise you weren't expecting.

want it changing. White people are new here (relatively) and this is a nation of immigrants that have

I look to art to show me a new way of looking at an issue, or my community, or the world around
me. I like art that challenges me, makes me think, and pushes my boundaries. We need more of
that in Mariposa.

moved about and changed the areas they move too. And they have a right too. Changes like logging,
mining, railroads, highways, restaurants ect are all relatively new. It is tone deaf to now insist on no
more change because you want things to stay how they were...things have been changing constantly
since 1850. Also Mariposa County voted for Democrats in 21 of the 41 Presidential elections since

Traveling exhibits, art shows, art contests/competitions like County Fair categories, tutorials given

the Republican party was first formed. The majority of the elections prior to 1948 saw Mariposa

by local artists about how they work & create their art, mixer events.

residents voting for a Democrat. Should those citizens have tried to prevent Mariposa county from
turning into the predominantly GOP voting county it turned into more recently? (Carter and Clinton

Interacting with art can broaden one's perspective and add to the identity of "home".

are the last times Democrat won Mariposa County

Art helps define a community and connects people to each other and their environment.

Encourages creativity in my life.

Exhibit the work of local artists in our public buildings on a rotating basis.

11 // Community Survey

Affordable are programs for kids and adults. Art cleaning up the art projects. Like coving up graffiti
in the dirt parking lot for farmers market
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What are your ideas about how art could contribute
to your experience living in Mariposa County?

Just seeing different art on display is lovely. The different mediums of local artists is really neat,

Arts and Crafts festivals; Downtown art walks; Live performances

and having that accessible is very nice. I love the Sierra Art Trails and art and wine festival. Rotating
art at the Treetop Gallery is fun.

I wish there were more opportunities to interact with others around non-visual arts, like live
theatre, dance, film, and literature.

Public art projects
Education and intergenerational activity engagement.
I think the more art we have access to it increases our ability to explore others' visions and opens
us up to new ideas.
I enjoy Music on the Green, art at the county fair, exhibits at the arts council, etc. perhaps some
sort of interactive long term art piece?
If the art is meaningful and engaging, I think it'd be easier to feel a sense of ownership and
connectivity towards my community and landscape. For example, I'd love to bring out-of-state
friends into this space and experience an active arts community with them. I don't necessarily feel
a sense of pride living here; Yosemite is where I go to dig deep and justify my experience; I'd love to
have a similar feeling here in Mariposa through vibrant and intentional arts.
We need some major public sculptures in the park.
It could be leveraged to support larger social, economic, environmental issues. It could expand our
imagination as a community.

More public "art" or beautification of the main street and surrounding areas will create more to do.
It will also speak to the residential culture from an outside perspective which will create the right
kind of interest for visitors.
A hometown is what the locals make of it. We have the ability to create progressive conversation,
rooted solidarity, and distilled passion. These elements lead to collaboration, and collaboration in a
small town like this can lead to truly life-altering projects within the community. Art teaches people
how to work (and enjoy) together. It is both a bridge and a reflection, a tool that creates pride,
stokes curiosity, and keeps spots like Mariposa fresh and alive rather than isolated and stuffy. This
town could rock, it could be so much more than just a stop on the way to Yosemite. Art is the first
step.
One of my lofty goals for Mariposa is too bring us back together as a community. I feel like post
the political climate of covid our community feels more separated than it has in the past. Business
feel against each other depending on how they reacted to covid. I think art is something that can

Art should do more to express differences between and diversity throughout Mariposa County; less

always bring people together and remind us all that we have more important than not, and that we

about the Gold Rush (or at least, its dominant colonial narratives) and more about the experiences

ultimately also have similar goals. How can we use art to bring people out who are bot the exact

and perspectives of people of color.

same crowd? How can we widen our audience?

It could be more appreciated.
Stockton Creek sculpture garden

While I think there's lots to do in the area, it's nice to have something different to do/see/hear/
experience every now and then, be it a regular occurrence or a once-a-year type thing.
Art plays a key role in reflecting and experiencing the community. It breaks through whats
necessary to live and expresses whats possible in our imagination. In my opinion, communities that

Art would help bring Mariposa into modern times. Art presented in a contemporary format would

are invested in art feel more inclusive and provide a higher quality of living.

add aesthetic value to our town. Art could educate, broaden perspectives, and help unite us.

13 // Community Survey
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What are your ideas about how art could contribute
to your experience living in Mariposa County?

I would love to have art integrated into public spaces in interactive ways. Public art that was also

I think art that speaks to healing the damage done by our history. This should include environment

a play ground for kids, public art that teaches and engages about natural surroundings. Art that

and peoples. Atonement. We have done so much extracting, we need to give back, replenish, and

expands and deepens my understanding of the world.

humbly honor and atone for those parts of our history that we were not at our greatest to all the

I don’t live in Mariposa but have visited. I am excited about work that connects settlers to their
own histories and to indigenous stewardship of the land, via land based engagement and artistic
response. I am excited about programming for youth that offers them the chance to artistically
process and respond to the conditions they are living in, whether it is pandemic or post-pandemic
life. I am excited about programming that helps people connect with each other and co-create.

resources that were here before us and that we exploited, environment, Native peoples', Asian
peoples, etc. I think until that is fully realized by this community and truly honored as what makes
this community whole we cannot expect a thriving community that has true abundance!
Healing Arts, Communication, Inclusion, bridge building for all communities that make up this
county/region, new and old. We have so much to learn.

Gives an opportunity for community expression, adds to pride of place, grabs attention of tourism helping to stimulate economy.
Mariposa is a rich community, we are fortunate to be surrounded by so much natural beauty. I
love the idea of utilizing our natural resources to inform our youth as well as provide community
members with opportunities to see how capturing this beauty can enrich our experience as
community members.
Inspire curiosity
Ways to get the children more involved in arts and industrial arts. Specifically, boys, teaching them
how to use industrial arts skills for art as well as trade skills. Both are art in some ways, building
a sculpture is very similar to building a home or bridge. Both can be creative, beautiful and a work
of art. Men need to be taught and supported that art is important in our lives, that it can still be
masculine and OK to be an artist, craftsperson and inventive. Speaking as a man who was taught
that both we're OK, beautiful and important to our community.
The biggest contribution Mariposa could make to the art world is to burn down Pizza Factory and
get rid of that mural. On a more serious note, photography. Yosemite has to be one of the most
photographed places in the world. Maybe tap into that in someway.
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What’s missing in Mariposa’s artistic and cultural offerings? What is
something you wish you could find in Mariposa, but can’t currently?

2

Contemporary, provocative art - art produced by professional/established artists.

More street art

An independent movie theater.

live theater, art for children

Art classes for adults

Live performances in a comfortable venue. Sitting on hard cement bleachers to watch a play
at the park is not comfortable. I would like to see Music on the Green at the town park, where

Good bookstore
A hub.
Easier access to shop downtown, especially for those who are disabled . Same goes for all the
artistic and cultural offerings - how can we get there to enjoy it if we are disabled?
spaces for members of the community to create art

many people could spread a blanket out, sit on lawn chairs, bring a picnic dinner/beverage and
enjoy the music at a Covid 6' distance. The Arts Park, although lovely, doesn't allow enough
comfortable seating area because of hilly landscape. If you don't get there at least an hour before
the performance you don't get a level spot. Would love to have the orchestra perform more than 2
times a year.
An art Center where people of all ages can engage in the making, viewing and learning about art.
Artists from all over could be invited to either present or do workshops.
Would love to see more outdoor exhibits and art events

More public art; literary offerings
I would like to join a choir, but I don't know of one here.
Dance performances, Native cultures’ art
There seems to be a lack of interest in Mariposa's background and interests.
Design and aesthetic diversity and representation
Classes for youth outside of day camp. Wondering if classes for teens could be offered through
Ethos and/or Parks and Rec. Also chances for adults to learn and practice visual art together

Classes in metalsmithing, glass blowing, porcelain/pottery
An art supply store, movie theatre (independent/rerun films), art/dance classes, street fair!

Cultural events that highlight local artists, service clubs, cultural groups, and local food vs. outside
trinket and outside food vendors.

Opera in Mariposa at the level I like it is unlikely so I watch what I can online unless I can go in to
SF. I'm wondering if a film club could be resurrected.

Definitely more historic stories about the early community, the families that were here...and not just
who established what church or religion
Chamber music, Dance, Art historian-led lecture/discussion, installation: temporary, vacant
storefront works

17 // Community Survey

Adult art classes; diverse art/artists in the public eye more (maybe short films or fb videos)
Art classes. A studio space to share with other artist.
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What’s missing in Mariposa’s artistic and cultural offerings? What is
something you wish you could find in Mariposa, but can’t currently?

2

Street music
The Arts Council does a great job of bringing innovative and challenging ideas into our community
through a lot of mediums. I would like to see that continue, and increase, particularly around the
topics of Justice, Equity, Diversity and Inclusion. I'd also like to see more dance offerings and more
diverse music offerings (more alternative and punk influences, specifically).

I honestly love the idea of having an open creative space for families - similar to discovery
museums. Like an Exploratorium for arts and culture. I'd also love to see an influx of art from
outside of Mariposa - to let the circle widen to a larger contemporary canon that addresses broader
social issues and decompresses Mariposa's isolated mentality.
Public Sculpture. Move the 911 monument, it's an eyesore.

Sorry, I moved here just before the Covid shutdown so am not entirely familiar with availability
before and after. A nice local theater for indie movies and local performances would be cool though.

Contemporary art, provocative art, imaginative art

Museums

An independent movie theater

Nothing

there is little dance and also no social issues are brought up in the art that we are seeing that
effect everyone

Outdoor art exhibits.
More opportunities to view local art. More arts/crafts fairs, gallery space. An artisan/Made in
Mariposa fair at the fairgrounds
Ceramics and Sculpture course offerings and facilities.

Museum of photography
I would love it if we had a contemporary dance school and a real theatre that is set up for
continuous productions.
Presence of local artists and artisans; Art activities to bring community together; Art and crafts
classes

landscaping art, especially around the visitor center
Art house/foreign films, music other than folk and middle-aged- guy cover bands.
Sculpture art
Interactive audio/video installations, outdoor theatres, online galleries and tours, live artists/
Industrial art, artistic water bottle refill stations etc.

creations, seasonal events and community contests.
Interactive spaces and the infrastructure to reach them on foot/bike. A movie theater/bar. A public

Art Classes for all children in an out of school, Arts/Craft Supply Store, Film Cinema

garden/park.

More ceramic classes (after COVID-or outdoors!)

I know it has happened in the past but I want to do first Friday’s again- or art walks (when allowed).

19 // Community Survey
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What’s missing in Mariposa’s artistic and cultural offerings? What is
something you wish you could find in Mariposa, but can’t currently?

I only just moved back and haven't been able to get out for obvious reasons. When I was a teenager

3

Is there anything we didn’t ask you that you’d like to share
with us about Mariposa’s future, its culture, and place?

Let's embed quality, thought provoking, contemporary art all over the place!

I loved the sixth street cinema and was sad to hear about it shutting down. I would love to have
another indie theatre space open up, to see more art to do with our local First Peoples, and a

Perhaps there could be special transportation for the elderly and disabled to experience the art

proper collective space /gallery.

functions. I can expand on this if contacted.

Social dancing events such as salsa, bachata, cumbia. And classes/workshops for making things,

Can we get rid of that horrendous mural on Pizza Factory? It's about the ugliest damn thing I've

like weaving and ceramics. Merced College's community arts classes and Sonora Sewing School are

ever seen.

neat examples to consider.
More delicious food from various regions - ethnic food. Art integration into public parks and green
spaces.
Joint studio space.

The Mariposa County Arts Council is on an important path developing relevancy of local arts
We are small, and mighty. I am rightly accused of knowing too much, but one aspect I miss that
larger cities offer is access to traveling exhibitions. If we could collaborate with UC galleries to show
"interesting" exhibitions, and offer them ones we curate, it would enrich Mariposa. I know space
is limited, but we could work on it. In fact, this could, maybe, be done with all Art practices. As a

Crafting classes (quilting, basketry), herbal medicine, music classes(dulcimer).

"rural" community, we help city arts workers who frequently need to take their work to places like
Mariposa, specifically because we do not readily have access to the Wight Gallery or Hertz Hall.

Cinema. Experimental music.
Just moved here, haven't had much chance to explore town but excited for when things open back
More public art.
More art debuts or art shows/ music venues.

up.
Thank you for highlighting the Southern Miwok Nation, please continue to do so
The more opportunities we have for people to have experiences with art the more it will be valued

Places to watch art being created, to watch, learn and participate.

in the community. A vibrant art community contributes to the health and wellbeing of the people,
broadening the culture and contributing to the economy.

I see mostly pretty pictures for the tourists and not much thought provoking art in any form. We
are too concerned with the creation of the idyllic small town and not the realness of life here.

There needs to be more cultural interest in Mariposa.

These expressions would spark and foster conversation and communication and begin the healing
process, which is hardly ever pretty.

Need central downtown park like where the old Frost Shop used to be!

Mariposa needs to get with the times and try to escape the tacky, tourist trap nature of current
downtown.
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Is there anything we didn’t ask you that you’d like to share
with us about Mariposa’s future, its culture, and place?
Theater, 6th street cinema, missing it.

Mariposa should be a welcoming and safe community that inspires people to care for the land,
water and animals.

Circus troupes. Mariachi bands. And highly skilled acrobats.
Covid has taken art and happiness from many. Find ways to reach those in need. It would be nice
Keeping it's walkability, but making it pleasant. Allowing small gathering places with art. More street

to have 5 minute videos on local artists and their crafts posted to social media. Watch an artist up

trees & vegetation along 140. Keeping downtown clean. More history accessible: artifacts.

close painting and discussing their passion type of a thing.

Mariposa has so much potential, and on the surface, folks seem to get along, but there is a huge

Nothing really. I love how local businesses, mainly restaurants display local artwork, and sometimes

political divide here. I think that the arts can help us reframe controversial issues in a new way that

rotate it out. We have nice galleries (although we could always use more of those), and nice artist

allows people with opposing views to enter a more civil and thoughtful discussion space, which is

events.

more important now than ever.
Everything in the era of COVID.
Where I came from before here, there was a very active First Friday event—everyone knew that on
the first Friday of every month, they could go to various restaurants, businesses, etc downtown

I think Mariposa is on the edge of really evolving to be a more inclusive, proactive, welcoming &

and see local art hosted at that venue, often with punch and cookies or cheese, crackers and wine

thoughtful community. I would love to be involved in art & cultural activities that bring folks of

served. A great way to connect with others and see lots of local art plus involve any businesses that

different backgrounds together in dialogue in some way.

wanted to participate.
Hard to say. I guess maybe some more quirkiness, little things that make you stop and look.

I think that our town did a pretty good job of coexisting with people of different views, but this last
year has created a bigger wedge than ever before. I think that art could help bring people together
again and help heal from the trauma of 2020.

Incorporate art displays into our history museum.
Lots of new, novel agriculture going on around, which can be utilized for art/cultural in keeping with
local history. I'm not from Mariposa, but I'm fascinated by the local history.
More classes and workshops would be nice.

I would love to see more public visual art, like murals. There are so many blank walls! (And how
MUCH do I despise that awful mural on Pizza Factory???) I would also love to see a partnership
with Yosemite Renaissance.
MURALS
I feel that Mariposa's attempt to create a stronger artistic presence will only be successful if there

I would like to see dedicated facilities and spaces for Art making.

is better infrastructure (sidewalks, bike paths, open spaces dedicated to art/culture/expression) to
create access for residents to the main area of Mariposa.

We need to maintain the murals and art we already have, like on the pizza factory wall
I'm looking forward to more arts for Mariposa!
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Is there anything we didn’t ask you that you’d like to share
with us about Mariposa’s future, its culture, and place?

We really need to work on our approachability. It would be so beautiful if a more diverse group of
folks could consider this a safe/welcoming place to move to and call home. The other area is FOOD.
There is no reason we can't have decent, multicultural, cuisine in a town that is visited by people
from all over the world.
This is such a special place with so much potential. Thanks for all the work you all do.
We need adult education classes other than business and ESL. Personal enrichment classes tied to
Mariposa's history. Old time crafts, music lessons, food gardening.
Thank you for all you do. I have benefited greatly from participating in Mariposa’s art offerings, and I
know the youth of the area have as well.
Without being redundant, In order to build a prosperous strong future we must work hard to
"uncancel" the 'culture' we canceled! Then we can and will build a strong sense of place for all
facets of our community and build a reason for drawing people to Mariposa and not just Yosemite.
Mariposa is caught between the fact that it is a poor, small town, but has one of the most
advantageous locations of any small town in California. Short-term thinking has always prevailed
and it shows from the moment you enter the town. It will take people with long term plans and
thinking to turn it away from tacky, money-grubbing, quick-buck, capitalism. It really has the
potential to be a spectacular, culturally relevant, and prosperous.
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DEFINITIONS
TEMPORARY ART
Art with a predetermined lifespan. Usually inexpensive to orchestrate
and simple to administer. Materials can vary greatly, from chalk, paint,
and found objects to wood, prefabricated items, organic matter, or
banners, to name a few.

PERMANENT ART
Art intended to last for a long period of time. Likely requires a municipal
review process and is often acquired through open competition. Approval

Intervention Maps
Developed by consultants at Atlas Lab and the Creative
Placemaking Strategy Committee, the following maps indicated
opportunities for creative placemaking interventions.

and installation process is lengthier and more expensive than that of
temporary art.

STRATEGIC CREATIVE
PLACEMAKING OPPORTUNITY
Applies art, culture, and creative thinking to all aspects of the built
environment to stimulate activity and revitalize underutilized spaces.

Definition of creative placemaking intervention
terms and concepts

Increases social interaction and public engagement while also
strengthening connectivity among the community.

•

Temporary Art

•

Permanant Art

•

Strategic Creative Placemaking Opportunities

•

Public Space / Parklets

MURAL

•

Murals

Artwork painted or applied to a wall, ceiling or other larger permanent
surfaces, flat, concave or convex. Aside from being aesthetically pleasing,

Creative Placemaking opportunities maps
•

Mariposa County

•

Map A - Mariposa North

•

Map A2 - Mariposa

•

Map B - Catheys Valley

•

Map C - Horintos

murals can also be socially engaging and used to represent the values of

PUBLIC SPACES/PARKLETS
Places open and accessible to all people. Parklets are a specific subset
of public space and involve the conversion of a parking space into an
extension of the sidewalk - providing more space and amenities for
people using the street.
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MARIPOSA COUNTY

CREATIVE PLACEMAKING
OPPORTUNITIES
Mariposa County Listed Locations
22

MAP E

TEMPORARY ART

MAP D

MAP F

23

24
25
26

MAP A

MAP C

MAP B

Yosemite Valley Elementary and Middle School

23

Lake Don Pedro Elementary and Middle School

24

Midpines Post Office

25

Midpines County Park

26

Highway 140 and Triangle Rd

27

Fairgrounds

28

Mariposa County Alternative Education Center

29

Woodland Elementary and Middle School

30

Fish Camp Post Office

PUBLIC SPACES / PARKLETS
30

28
27

22

8

Bootjack Plaza

8
29

LEGEND
TEMPORARY ART
PERMANENT ART
STRATEGIC CREATIVE
PLACEMAKING OPPORTUNITY
PUBLIC SPACES / PARKLETS
MURAL
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MAP A - MARIPOSA NORTH

LEGEND
TEMPORARY ART
PERMANENT ART
STRATEGIC CREATIVE
PLACEMAKING OPPORTUNITY
PUBLIC SPACES / PARKLETS
MURAL

CREATIVE PLACEMAKING
OPPORTUNITIES
Mariposa County Listed Locations

1

1

2

1

MAP A2

TEMPORARY ART
1

Mariposa-Yosemite Airport

2

Senior Center

PERMANENT ART
1

Mariposa Dump

STRATEGIC CREATIVE
PLACEMAKING OPPORTUNITY
1

Mariposa Creek Parkway - Phase IV

MARIPOSA COUNTY
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MAP A2 - MARIPOSA

CREATIVE PLACEMAKING
OPPORTUNITIES

3

11

Mariposa County Listed Locations
TEMPORARY ART

1
2
4

1

3

5

4
2

5

3

VFW Parking Lot

4

Mariposa Post Office

5

Courthouse Lawn

6

Mariposa County High School

7

School Field

8

Mariposa Elementary School

9

Old Jail

10

Mariposa Creek Parkway - Phase II

11

Stockton Creek Trail Network

6

3

7

4

2

PERMANENT ART
2

Mariposa Creek Parkway
Future Trailhead

3

Grizzly Gas

4

Mariposa Town Park

8
2
5
10

3

6
7
3

PUBLIC SPACES / PARKLETS
4
8
9

9

5

10
11

4

12

LEGEND
TEMPORARY ART

1

Pioneer / Coakly Circle

2

7th St Between Highway 140
and Bullion St

STRATEGIC CREATIVE
PLACEMAKING OPPORTUNITY
2

Future Transportation Center Site

3

11th St Paseo

3

Downtown 7th St

4

4

Downtown 6th St

Frost Shop

5

5

Downtown 5th St

Mariposa Creek Parkway - Phase III

7

Highway 140 Between 6th
St and 7th St

MURAL
1

Government Center Parking Lot

PERMANENT ART

2

Highway 140 and 9th St

STRATEGIC CREATIVE
PLACEMAKING OPPORTUNITY

3

8th St Between Highway 140
and Bullion St

8

5th St and Bullion St

9

Highway 140 and 6th St

PUBLIC SPACES / PARKLETS

4

Bullion St and 8th St

10

Pizza Factory - Refurbish

5

Highway 140 Bus Stop

11

Art Park

6

Highway 140 and 7th St

12

Highway 140 and 4th St

MURAL

MARIPOSA COUNTY
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MAP B - CATHEYS VALLEY

CREATIVE PLACEMAKING
OPPORTUNITIES

5

Mariposa County Listed Locations
TEMPORARY ART
12

Catheys Valley Post Office

13

Sierra Foothill Charter School

12

PERMANENT ART
5

13

Catheys Valley Park

LEGEND
TEMPORARY ART
PERMANENT ART
STRATEGIC CREATIVE
PLACEMAKING OPPORTUNITY
PUBLIC SPACES / PARKLETS
MURAL

MARIPOSA COUNTY
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MAP C - HORNITOS

CREATIVE PLACEMAKING
OPPORTUNITIES
Mariposa County Listed Locations

PERMANENT ART
6

Hornitos Park

PUBLIC SPACES / PARKLETS
6

Hornitos plaza

6

6

LEGEND
TEMPORARY ART
PERMANENT ART
STRATEGIC CREATIVE
PLACEMAKING OPPORTUNITY
PUBLIC SPACES / PARKLETS
MURAL

MARIPOSA COUNTY
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MAP D - COULTERVILLE

CREATIVE PLACEMAKING
OPPORTUNITIES
Mariposa County Listed Locations
TEMPORARY ART
14

Coulterville Park

15

Coulterville Post Office

PERMANENT ART
7

Northern Mariposa History Center

PUBLIC SPACES / PARKLETS

7

7

14

Coulterville Main Street

15

7

LEGEND
TEMPORARY ART
PERMANENT ART
STRATEGIC CREATIVE
PLACEMAKING OPPORTUNITY
PUBLIC SPACES / PARKLETS
MURAL

MARIPOSA COUNTY
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MAP D - COULTERVILLE EAST

CREATIVE PLACEMAKING
OPPORTUNITIES

8

Mariposa County Listed Locations

TEMPORARY ART
16

Greeley Hill Elementary School/
Coulterville High School

17

Bean Creek Meadow Preserve

PERMANENT ART
8

Red Cloud Park

16

LEGEND
TEMPORARY ART
PERMANENT ART
17

STRATEGIC CREATIVE
PLACEMAKING OPPORTUNITY
PUBLIC SPACES / PARKLETS
MURAL

MARIPOSA COUNTY
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MAP E - EL PORTAL

CREATIVE PLACEMAKING
OPPORTUNITIES
Mariposa County Listed Locations

TEMPORARY ART
18

El Portal Park

19

El Portal Market

20

El Portal Post Office

21

El Portal Elementary and Middle School

21
18
20

19

LEGEND
TEMPORARY ART
PERMANENT ART
STRATEGIC CREATIVE
PLACEMAKING OPPORTUNITY
PUBLIC SPACES / PARKLETS
MURAL

MARIPOSA COUNTY
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