
Summary Requirements for the conversion of an existing single family 
 structure to a two family structure (duplex). 

  Due to the complexity of the building codes and the unknowns of existing construction a 
California licensed Architect or Engineer will be required to survey the existing structure 
and prepare plans for the division of the single family residence into a duplex residential 
structure. These plans and a permit application must be submitted to the Mariposa County 
Building Department for the creation of a duplex. In conjunction with the Mariposa 
County Building Department, the Architect or Engineer of record shall make periodic 
inspections and a final inspection of the conversion. Following the satisfactory 
inspections, the Architect or Engineer of record shall provide a stamped and signed letter 
to the Mariposa County Building Department stating that the conversion was constructed 
per plans and specifications.  
  Following is a summary of some of the requirements for converting an existing single 
family residential structure to a two family residential structure (duplex). It is highly 
suggested that you contact the following departments prior to your application to get an 
accurate idea on what will be required and if your project is feasible. 

1. Contact Mariposa County Planning (209-966-5151) to determine if your project is
allowed by the Mariposa County General Plan and Mariposa County Zoning
Ordinance. A “residential use” (residence) is “any building or portion thereof
designed or used exclusively for family living purposes which includes living,
sleeping, cooking and sanitation facilities…” The Planning Department’s final
requirements will be determined at the time of permit issuance.

2. Contact Mariposa County Environmental Health (209-966-2220) for any
additional requirements for well and/or septic systems.

3. In the case of properties within a county-managed special district (Yosemite West
for E.D.U. requirements, etc.) contact Mariposa County Public Works (209-966-
5356). For properties in an independently managed special district (such as
Mariposa Public Utility District, etc.) contact the district representative for any
additional requirements for the conversion.

4. Contact Mariposa County Public Works (209-966-5356) for any possible
encroachment issues associated with the conversion.

5. You will need to apply and receive a second address (it’s a duplex) from the
Assessor’s office (209-966-2332).

Once you receive the tentative green light from the above Departments, please submit the 
following to the Building Department: 

1. A building permit application.
2. Building plans prepared by the Design Professional of Record for the division of

the existing structure. Contact the Mariposa County Building Department (209-
966-3934) for application details, number of plan sets, etc.



The conversion shall meet the requirements of the California Residential Code and all 
applicable parts of California Title 24 as required by the Design Professional of Record 
and Mariposa County Building Department. Some of the Building code highlights and 
requirements are as follows: 

1. Provide at least one side hinged egress door per unit, providing 32” clear (this
usually requires a 36” door) opening per California Residential Code section
R311.2. (code section attached).

2. California Residential Code section R302.3, the dwellings shall be separated by a
one hour fire wall. Membrane penetrations shall not reduce the one hour rating.
This addresses plastic electrical boxes, bath fans, light cans, etc. that exist in the
rated fire wall separation (code section attached).

3. The California Mechanical Code section 314.4 states that return air cannot mix
between the two units, which mean that each unit shall have its own separate
heating and cooling system (mechanical code attached)

4. The California Electrical Code section 240.24 states that over-current devices
(circuit breakers) shall be “readily accessible” to the occupants. This means that
the circuit breakers for each dwelling must be “readily accessible” for each
dwelling occupant. The sub-panel for the entire house cannot be located
exclusively in one unit or the other. Breakers located outside of the house
contained in the main service panel, accessible by everyone, is acceptable. Re-
wiring may be required.

5. All other basic requirements required in the California Residential Code for a
dwelling shall be applicable.

6. All requirements of any Mariposa County special district shall be applicable.

  For brand new duplex construction, separate electrical services, separate water 
heating, separate water service/metering, separate fire sprinkler systems and separate 
phone and cable connections shall be required also. 

Thank you, 

   Mike Kinslow  
Mike Kinslow 
Building Director 
Mariposa County 
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