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Water System Failure in
Public Water Systems

Objective

To provide an operational plan for emergency provision of drinking water and sanitation in a Public
Water System (PWS) while the PWS Purveyor arranges permanent resolution during water system
failure affecting populated area(s) in Mariposa County.

Purpose

The Water System Failure in Public Water Systems Response Plan was developed in preparation for and
future response to potential public water system failures secondary to the extreme drought situation
affecting Mariposa County in 2014. Although drought is currently the perceived threat, public water
systems failures can and do happen on a regular basis. The response plan, however, shall not be
exclusive to drought and can be used in conjunction with any other emergency response plans where
clean drinking water delivery to a population and sanitation mitigation at the request of County
government and/or a water system purveyor is an objective in the response.
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Background

Mariposa County Water

All moisture on Earth is in constant motion. The moisture nearest the Earth’s surface is involved in what
is called the “hydrologic cycle.” In this cycle, water evaporates from large bodies of water, such as
oceans, lakes, and rivers, and is transported as water vapor to different locations where it is deposited
as rain, snow, hail, or droplets of fog. Water that falls on land may run off on the surface in creeks and
rivers, or it may infiltrate into the rock materials on the ground. It is this infiltration of water that
recharges groundwater supplies in sandy, loose material and in fractured hard rock.

In general, all mountain and hilly areas of California are composed primarily of hard rocks. The Sierra
Nevada is composed mainly of granite, but there are smaller quantities of volcanic, sedimentary, and
metamorphic rocks. A small quantity of groundwater is stored in these rocks.

The water does not actually penetrate the rocks, because there is no pore space between the grains of
the rock, but some of these rocks have fractures in them. Most fractures are found in the upper few
hundred feet of rock. This is because the weight of the rock on top inhibits the development of deep
fractures. In addition, the deeper you go, the smaller the width of these fractures. These fractures store
water and yield small amounts of water to wells that intersect the fractures.

The volume of water stored in fractured hard rocks near the surface is estimated to total less than 2
percent of the rock volume. This percentage decreases with depth as fractures become narrower and
farther apart. The total amount of water in storage in the rocks surrounding a hard rock well is small, so
that groundwater levels and the well’s yield can decline dramatically during the summers of dry years.

Half of all hard rock wells yield 10 gallons per minute or less, which is only enough for individual
domestic supplies. When conditions are good, wells drilled in fractured rock may yield several hundred
gallons per minute when pumped. (“Water Facts”,1991)

There are several water systems serving muiltiple persons at once. Most of these systems are supplied
by fractured rock wells. The remaining water systems are supplemented by the Merced River, Stockton
Creek Reservoir and Lake Don Pedro, in addition to large volume wells.
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Lead Agencies and Authority

California Drinking Water

In California, the State Water Resources Control Board (SWRCB), Drinking Water Program (DWP) is the
Drinking Water Primacy Agency for all public water systems serving over 200 service connections. For
systems under 200 service connections, drinking water primacy may have been delegated by the State
to the respective County Health or County Environmental Health Department. However, some counties
[Mariposa County] in California have chosen not to regulate public water systems and the SWRCB DWP
is the Drinking Water Primacy Agency for all public water systems in those respective counties. (CA ERP
Guidance, Section 1.1)

One of the operational requirements for a public water system is to “provide a reliable and adequate
supply of pure, wholesome, healthful and potable water” (CA Health & Safety Code, Section 11655).

Emergency Response Plan Templates were created by CDPH for the Public Water Systems and are
specific to number of connections / estimated population served. (See Appendix 1: CDPH Emergency
Response System Templates)

California References Affecting Local Response
CALIFORNIA HEALTH AND SAFETY CODE

The California Health and Safety Code sections 1797.150-1797.153 delegate the responsibility for
assuring safe drinking water during a Proclaimed State of Emergency or Local Emergency Declaration to
the Medical Health Operational Area Coordinator (MHOAC) (HSC: 1797.153, ¢, 15)

The assurance of safe drinking water during water system failure, in accordance with the Standardized
Emergency Management System (SEMS), is a function of the Medical and Health Branch at the
Operational Area Level.

“The Medical & Health Branch at the Operational Area Emergency Operations Center is responsible for
jurisdictional coordination of medical & health facilities and resources needed to serve people affected
by the emergency.” The respansibilities include “Safeguard the Public Health of citizens within the
Operational Area by ensuring there is an ample supply of potable water, a functioning sanitation system,
and vector controls are established as required.” (SEMS Operational Area Operations Handbook, 34)

Additionally, the California Public Health and Medical Emergency Operations Manual includes a chapter
on Drinking Water that coincides with the MHOAC responsibilities in the Health and Safety Code. (See
Appendix 2: California Public Health and Medical EOM, Drinking Water)

CALIFORNIA EMERGENCY SERVICES ACT AND GOVERNOR'S EMERGENCY PROCLAMATION

The California Emergency Services Act, Government Code Sections 8550 et seq, establishes how
conditions of emergency are declared and describes the authorities of public agencies to prepare for
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and respond to emergencies. Pursuant to this Act, an emergency may be proclaimed by the Governor or
by a city or county.

The governing body of a city or county proclaims a local emergency when the conditions of disaster or
extreme peril exist. The proclamation enables the city or county to use emergency funds, resources, and
powers, and to promulgate emergency orders and regulations. A local proclamation is a prerequisite to
requesting a gubernatorial proclamation of emergency. The Secretary of Cal EMA may issue a letter of
concurrence to a city or county declaration of local emergency. Cal EMA concurrence makes financial
assistance available for repair or restoration of damaged public property pursuant to the California
Disaster Assistance Act.

The Governor assesses the emergency situation and may proclaim a state of emergency when local
resources are insufficient to control the disaster or emergency, typically in response to a local
emergency proclamation. The Governor’s proclamation activates the State Emergency Plan and invokes
the California Disaster and Civil Defense Master Mutual Aid Agreement facilitating the provision of
mutual aid from other cities and counties and state agency assistance, permits suspension of state
statutes or regulations, allows for state reimbursement of city and county response costs associated
with the emergency, and allows property tax relief for damaged private property.

CALIFORNIA WATER CODE

350. The governing body of a distributor of a public water supply, whether publicly or privately owned
and including a mutual water company, may declare a water shortage emergency condition to prevail
within the area served by such distributor whenever it finds and determines that the ordinary demands
and requirements of water consumers cannot be satisfied without depleting the water supply of the
distributor to the extent that there would be insufficient water for human consumption, sanitation, and
fire protection.

Mariposa County Code of Regulations

“Title 13: Water & Sewers” in the Mariposa County Code of Regulations specifically addresses
interruptions in water service: “The district shall not be liable for damage which may result from an
interruption in service from a cause beyond the control of the water department. Temporary
shutdowns may be made by the water department to make improvements and repairs. Whenever
possible and as time permits, all customers affected will be notified prior to making such shutdowns.
The district will not be liable for interruption, shortage or insufficiency of supply nor for any loss or
damage occasioned thereby if caused by accident, act of God, fire, strikes, riots, war or any other cause
not within its control. (Ord. 484 Art. Il Sec. 809, 1078) (Title 13, Chapter 13.02.310, Mariposa County
CR).
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Assumptions

1. Potable drinking water is a necessity for life and health. The absolute minimum drinking water
for any one person is one (1) gallon per one (1) person per one (1) day.

2. Activities within the Response Plan will only begin at the request from a local purveyor, the
Mariposa County Government, and/or the California State Government upon notification that
clean drinking water supply has been disrupted in a Public Water System (PWS) and the
situation requires Mariposa County assistance.

3. The Public Water System Purveyor and the associated regulatory authorities will expedite repair
and correction of the affected public water system.

4. The Public Water System Purveyor and the associated regulatory authorities will provide
updates every operational period with timelines for reestablishing water service to residents.

5. The Public Water System Purveyor and the associated regulatory authorities will provide a
technical specialist to the Planning Section as requested.

6. Personnel resources and specialized equipment for water distribution are expected to be
requested for the response. Multiple Mariposa County Government Departments, Offices, and
non-governmental agencies and/or businesses will be requested to provide assistance within an
Incident Command System.

7. Standardized Emergency Management System (SEMS) and/or National Incident Management
System (NIMS) will be appropriately applied if the request for resources exceeds the capability
of the Mariposa County Operational Area.

8. Memorandum of Understandings with unaffected public water system purveyors and water
haulers will function in accordance with the agreement on file.

9. Only Public Water Systems serving permanent dwellings (not transient rentals) will be
considered for emergency water provisions.
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Introduction:
Concept of Operations

Standardized Emergency Management System (SEMS)
Organizational Chart - Drought

An emergency event secondary to a public water system failure may affect ten households or hundreds;
may be short term or long term, depending on the public water system’s size and type of failure.
Therefore, the scalable and malleable Incident Command System (ICS) is used to assure the appropriate
level response under each individual circumstance while creating an environment for multiple agencies
to share terminology and communication, and work within an appropriate span of control. Each
component is key to successfully completing the mission.

Each operational period will be dependent on the event and may range from 12 hours to 72 hours.
Typically, operational periods are short during rapidly changing situations while more stagnant
situations, where objectives will take weeks or months to be mitigated, are longer.
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Incident Planning

[ype 5 Incident

e Theincident can be handled with one or two single resources with up to six personnel managed
by a Type 5 Incident Commander.

e Command and General Staff positions are not activated.

e Primarily local resources used.

e The incident is contained within the first operational period and often within an hour to a few
hours after resources arrive on scene.

e Additional resources or logistical support are not usually required.

e Written Incident Action Plans (IAP)s are not required.

A good example of a Type 5 Incident involving Public Water Systems in Mariposa County is the 2014 Fire
in the Coulterville Public Water System. The incident involved a short disruption in water flow to the
holding tanks only, required minimal personnel and resources, and took less than an eight hour period
to resume the water flow to the holding tanks in accordance with normal operations. While full repair
may have taken longer, the need for additional resources and personnel were not necessary once the
system was operational.

It is expected that all Type 5 Incidents affecting public water systems are manageable at the Public
Water System Purveyor Level and that additional resources outside the Public Water System Purveyor
will not be required to provide services, water, and/or notifications to the public served.

As a precaution, notification that an incident has occurred and an assessment and forecast for the
incident should be made by the Public Water System Purveyor to the local Government, in addition to
the regulatory authorities.

Type 4 Incident

e Command staff and general staff functions are activated only if needed and managed by a Type
4 Incident Commander.

e Primarily local resources used.

e Resources vary from a single resource to multiple resource task forces or strike teams.

e The incident is usually limited to one operational period in the control phase.

e Written IAP is not required, but a documented operational briefing will be completed for all
incoming resources.

e The role of the agency administrator/official includes operational plans, including objectives and
priorities.

e The agency administrator/official may have briefings, and ensure the complexity analysis and
delegation of authority is updated.

Water System Failure in Public Water Systems Page 9
Mariposa County Health Department July 2014



A Type 4 Incident scenario would include temporary disruptions in water service or contaminated water
requiring public notification to boil, do not drink or do not use the water supplied to their households.
While the interruption may be temporary, the incident itself would take less than one operational
period to discover and control while the fallout from a contaminated or under-pressurized water system
would take longer to mitigate.

The Public Water System Agency may determine they do not have enough personnel resources to advise
the public door to door about the use notices and may request assistance providing notification to the
affected public.

It is expected that all Type 4 Incidents affecting public water systems will be managed overall by the
affected Public Water System Purveyor and will require minimal personnel resources from outside the
agency.

As a precaution, notification that an incident has occurred and an assessment and forecast for the
incident should be made by the Public Water System Purveyor to the local Government, in addition to
the regulatory authorities.

Type 3 Incident

e Ad-hoc or pre-established Type 3 Organization management (Current Plan)

e Some or all of the Command and General Staff positions may be activated, as well as
Division/Group Supervisor and/or Unit Leader level positions.

e When capabilities exceed initial action, the appropriate ICS positions should be added to match
the complexity of the incident.

e The Incident Commander(s) is/are responsible to continually reassess the complexity of the
incident.

e Local and non-local resources are used.

e Resources vary from several resources to several task forces/strike teams.

e May be divided into divisions. May require Staging Areas and an Incident Base.

e The incident may extend into multiple operational periods.

e A written IAP may be required for each operational period.

The scenario requiring Type 3 Incident Management includes water system failure where all water has
stopped flowing to multiple residences or a “Do Not Use” order has been issued; and the water delivery
is expected to remain nonfunctional for a period of time greater than 24 hours. Water flow disruption to
this extent will cause significant Public Health concerns including the lack of safe drinking water to the
population affected. Additionally, without running water in a residence, toilets cannot be flushed, food
covered dishes cannot be washed, and hands cannot be washed prior to food preparation. These
circumstances create both sanitation and food safety issues.
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The Water System Failure in Public Water Systems Plan is designed to address the Type 3 Incident
secondary to water failure affecting a population in Mariposa County and will be implemented upon
request from the Public Water System Purveyor, Mariposa County Government, and/or California State
Government.

Type 1 and 2 Incidents
Type 1 and Type 2 Incidents are beyond the scope of this plan.

Any incident greater than a Type 3 Incident affecting Mariposa County clean drinking water delivery will
require the assistance of a Type 1 or Type 2 Incident Management Team due to the very limited
personnel resources available in Mariposa County.

Mariposa County will supplement the Incident as the Team requests and will be required to sign
documentation verifying jurisdictional authority to the incoming Incident Management Team.

A situation of this magnitude may begin as a Type 5 Incident or immediately as a Type 1 or 2 Incident
dependent on the scenario. Type 1 and 2 teams take time to establish and complete the jurisdictional
authority turnover. As a result, the incident will be managed in Type 3 Incident Mode (as this plan
further develops) until the Incident Management Team officially assumes management.

If at any time during an Incident a reasonable potential exists for an escalation to a Type 1 or Type 2
Incident — request the appropriate level Incident Management Team immediately.

Plan

Incident Command System

The Water System Failure in Public Water Systems is formatted in the Incident Command System
Functions and includes objectives based on general scenarios that would generate a Type 3 Incident
Response.

Emergency Operations Center

The overall management, decisions, and funding will be led by the Mariposa County EOC which includes
members from each department or office affected in addition to stakeholders affected. Examples of
Stakeholders may include John C. Fremont Health Care District if the water outage affects the medical
facilities and the Public Water System Purveyor Representative. The Mariposa County Administrative
Officer, the Chairman of the Board of Supervisors, the District Supervisor as a representative for the
affected area, and County Counsel will also be requested to participate in the EOC. These
representatives are imperative in determining Mariposa County’s overall ability to provide resources to
the incident, authorizing funding to procure additional resources for the incident, and ultimately finance
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or seek financing for the incident response. Finally, if the incident requires a Type 1 or 2 Incident
Management Team, the EOC will be integral in issuing legal authority for the jurisdiction to the team.

Incident Command

The Incident Command includes the Departments, Offices, and/or Purveyors that will set the direct
objectives for the incident. The Departments, Offices, and/or Purveyors are represented in Incident
Command are those with jurisdictional responsibility and/or a significant number of invested resources
mitigating the objectives. During a Type 3 water failure incident, it is expected the Incident Command
will be a Unified Command structure between three or four agencies: Mariposa County Health
Department — legal responsibility for clean drinking water and sanitation during emergencies; Mariposa
County Sheriff's Office - significant resources to mitigate potential community wide notifications and
security for scarce and rationed water supplies; Mariposa County Public Works — Purveyors for Mariposa
County managed specific water systems and/or significant resources to mitigate transportation of
drinking water, sanitation trucks, and/or heavy equipment; and the Private or Other Public Water
System Purveyor with jurisdiction over their water delivery system.

Possible objectives the Incident Command may consider during a response to a complete water system
failure and/or “Do NOT Use” order include but are not limited to:

Provide clean drinking water to affected community.

Notify, inform, and educate all households.

Ensure affected population is not using water in "Do NOT Use" situations.

Provide sanitation alternative to the affected area.

Support purveyor requested needs necessary to prevent and/or mitigate health safety concerns.
Provide appropriate resources to assist persons with access and functional needs.

R LON~

Prior to each operational period, the Planning Section will meet with Incident Command to relay
potential issues, mitigated situations, and ongoing needs. Based on the changing situation, Incident
Command will provide updated objectives and remove objectives already completed. As objectives are
completed and resources are no longer needed, Incident Command will relay to Planning the need to
begin demobilizing resources.

Command Staff
Directly supervised by Command are the Public Information Officer, the Safety Officer, and the Liaison
Officer. These positions are essential to an efficient and effective Command function.

The Public Information Officer for Mariposa County is officially the County Administrative Officer. A
resource available to assure the complex and intense tasks related to public information and crisis
communications is the Mariposa County Joint Information System (JIS). The JIS system is mobile and
expedient in their response. Once a Joint Information Center is established the JIS can assume the
activities of creating and pushing messages to the public via media and pre-developed message
dissemination tools like Facebook, the County Website and 966-1133 under the direction of the Incident
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appointed Public Information Officer (who is the CAO unless otherwise appointed by the Incident
Command.)

The Safety Officer is appointed by the Incident Commander(s) and is responsible for ensuring the safety
for the overall incident response. The Safety Officer develops the safety message for the Incident
Briefing.

The Liaison Officer is appointed by the Incident Commander(s) and is considered a permanent conduit
between stakeholder agencies and Incident Command — communicating information and updates as
needed.

Operations Section

The Operations Section is the “boots on the ground” workforce that accomplishes the objectives
through direct functions and tasks. To maintain a manageable span of control, the Operations Section is
typically divided into Units and/or Groups/Divisions with assigned tasks to complete during a given
operational period. When an event is larger and complex, the structure can expand further by creating
Branches that oversee the Units and/or Groups/Divisions.

Potential units that may be staffed and utilized during a water system failure include but are not limited
to:

1. Patrol Unit — responsible for ensuring safety for the public during water rationing, enforcing
required water rationing legislation, and/or securing neighborhoods evacuated temporarily due
to non-operational water

2. Sanitation Unit — responsible for ensuring an appropriate tactic for sanitation when water is not
available to flush toilets, wash hands, and/or prepare food

3. Notification Unit - responsible for notifying neighborhoods during door to door notification and
educational campaigns

4. Water Unit — responsible for allocating water resources to affected population at specified
distribution points

5. SAFE Unit - responsible for ensuring medical and health needs for persons with access and
functional needs are assessed and resource needs requested to help mitigate potential issues

6. ARC Unit — responsible for providing food and/or shelter services when requested by the County
for displaced populations

The Water System Failure in Public Water Systems Plan is designed with the intention of covering many
potential Unit and/or Group functions that may be needed during an actual event. Units and Groups
may be selected from the Incident Action Plan templates provided (Appendix 3: IAP All Option Template)
and/or additional Units or Groups may be created as needed to mitigate the objectives.
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Logistics

The support for the incident response is managed by the Logistics section. When a resource is requested
in the Operations Section, the Logistics Section determines where the resource will come from, how the
resource will get there, when the resource will arrive, and how much the resource will cost.
Additionally, the Logistics Section supports the response personnel needs by ordering food, facilities,
medical stand-by, water, transportation, etc... to assure the personnel in the Operations Section are
capable of completing the tasks they are assigned.

“Appendix 4: Water Resources” contains documents with listed resources specific to drinking water
needs and includes contact information for local water supplies, state wide water haulers and local
bottled water companies.

Planning

The Planning Section is responsible for accumulating and organizing all documentation associated with
the incident, creating the Incident Action Plan for each Operational Period, updating the Incident
Command with Situational reports, decreasing and/or increasing concerns with contingency plans to
manage, demobilizing resources that they may return to standard operational functions, and organizing
and leading Organizational Briefings and Debriefings throughout the incident.

Finance

The Finance Section Chief is responsible for managing all financial aspects of an incident. Cost analysis
input, procurement, time and injury are all important for recouping funding from declared emergency
and disasters financial funding streams, and/or validating an Operational Area’s expense to the
taxpaying community member that funds emergency response.

Procedure:

The procedure outlined below is specific to the initial response. Once the event develops into an EOC
level activity, the standard operating procedures for a County Emergency are followed.

Initial Notification from Public Water System Purveyor

I Public Water System Purveyor notifies local Government with the following information:

a. Current Situation
i. Use restrictions and/or water delivery disruption
ii. Population affected
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iii. Actions already completed
1. Public notification
2. Water distribution
3. Water testing
4. Damage assessment
iv. Resources needed
v. Agencies and regulatory authorities already notified

b. Potential Situation
i. Use restrictions and/or water delivery disruption
ii. Population affected
iii. Actions that may be necessary
1. Public notification
2. Water distribution
3. Water testing
4. Damage assessment
iv. Resources that may be necessary
v. Any additional agencies and regulatory authorities that will need notification
Plan to mitigate the Current Situation
d. Planto prevent the Potential Situation
e. Estimated time to repair or improve the situation

Response

I The notified local Government Agency begins the response process:
a. Notify appropriate agencies / positions (see Appendix 5: Contact List)

i. Mariposa County Health Department activities
1. Health Department Director
a. Collaborate with Sheriff, Public Works, and Public Water System
Purveyor to determine Incident Action Plan (IAP) — Refer to the IAP
Templates (Appendix 3: IAP All Option Template ) for action
guidance
b. Medical Health Operational Area Coordinator (MHOAC)
i. Follow guidelines for Drinking Water disruption in the
California Public Health and Emergency Operations Manual
(Appendix 2: California Public Health and Medical EOM,
Drinking Water) under the MHOAC section.
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ii. Request Medical and Health Resources outside the
Operational Area through the Region V Disaster Medical
Health Specialist

iii. Notify County OES of requests and fulfilled requests
simultaneously or immediately thereafter.

c. Health Officer
i. Consider situation and potential need to declare a Public
Health Emergency
1. Cost
2. Resource Demand:
a. Immediate vs. delayed
b. Within vs. outside the Operational Area
3. Health Risk = Immediate vs. delayed
d. SAFE Program Representative
i. Access SAFE Program data to Identify Persons with Access
and Functional Needs (PAFN) that may require additional
assistance due to medical and/or health history.

ii. Determine need for additional resources beyond standard
response and request as needed.

iii. Advocate for PAFN populations, elderly, and medically
fragile.

ii. Mariposa County Sheriff’'s Office activities
1. Sheriff
a. Collaborate with Health, Public Works and Public Water System
Purveyor to determine Incident Action Plan (IAP) — Refer to the IAP
Templates (Appendix 3: IAP All Option Template) for action
guidance
b. Public Information Officer
i. Prepare to disseminate information to the public re:
situation and health concerns thru social media and NIXLE
¢. Community Emergency Response Teams
i. Community door to door notification
iil. Community door to door assessment
iii. Community loudspeaker and vehicle notification
iv. Community bulletin board notification placement

iii. Mariposa County Public Works Department activities
1. Public Works Director
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a. Collaborate with Health, Sheriff and Public Water System Purveyor
to determine Incident Action Plan (IAP) — Refer to the IAP Templates
(Appendix 3: |AP All Option Template ) for action guidance

b. Assign Logistics Section Chief

c. Facilities

i. Move stored water on pallets to distribution location if

requested

ii. Repair County Public Water Systems if affected

iii. Determine long term water distribution needs for
community if incident caused by water scarcity (dry well or
diminished surface water availability) if County Public Water
System

d. Assist as needed

iv. Mariposa County Fire Department activities
1. Fire Chief
a. Assign Operations Section Chief
b. Assign Planning Section Chief
c. Emergency Medical Responders
i. Provide medical stand-by during resource distribution if
requested
d. Water Tender
i. Provide non-potable water for sanitation needs if requested
e. Public Information Officer
i. Prepare to disseminate information to the public re:
situation and health concerns thru Mariposa County
Website, Facebook and 966-1133
f. Assist as needed

v. Mariposa County Office of Emergency Services activities
1. Operational Area Representative
a. Provide situation reports and updates to Region V OES as needed
b. Request Non-medical / health region resources when needed
2. Assist the Logistics Section Chief in procuring resources through the
Regional OES if requested
3. Open Emergency Operations Center (EOC)
4. Notify the MHOAC of resource requests and fulfilled requests either
simultaneously or immediately thereafter
5. Assist as needed
6. Finance Section Chief Assignment
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f.  Follow the objectives in accordance with the Unified Command determined Incident Action
Plan (I1AP)
g. Follow the Mariposa County Emergency Plan for ongoing mitigation and recovery response

Conclusion:

Water contamination and/or inability to access clean drinking water often cause illness and death. This
is witnessed daily in countries where access to clean drinking water and sanitary sewage disposal does
not exist. In those countries, people die daily, sometimes in large numbers, due to diarrheal illness like
Cholera and Amoebic Dysentery.

Fortunately, the Public Health infrastructure in the United States, supported by Federal, State and Local
Government, recognizes that waterborne, diarrheal ilinesses are preventable. As a result, legislation
and Public Health enforcement continue to ensure basic drinking water and sanitation standards for the
public will be instituted.

The Water System Failure in Public Water Systems Plan addresses the local Government responsibility
for the Mariposa County Community’s health and safety specific to clean drinking water access and
sanitation during an emergency or disaster situation. Preventive measures and preparation to preserve
Public Health and safety ultimately decreases the demand on local resources and costs associated with
their response. Preparing and planning for the Public Water System Failure is the first step in this
prevention.
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