MARIPOSA COUNTY FIRE
Code Three — Vehicle Code

TOPIC:

TIME FRAME:

LEVEL oF INSTRUCTION:
AUTHORITY:

BEHAVIORAL OBJECTIVE:

Condition:

Behavior:

Standard:
MATERIALS NEEDED:

REFERENCES:

PREPARATION:

CALIFORNIA VEHICLE CODE (CVC)
:30
Level Il

California Vehicle Code

A written test

The student will confirm a knowledge of the California Vehicle
Code

With a minimum 70% accuracy

e Writing board with markers/erasers
e Appropriate audiovisual equipment
e Appropriate audiovisual materials

When a firefighter gets behind the wheel of a Mariposa
County Fire vehicle to drive with the red lights and siren,
he/she takes on a responsibility that reaches far beyond that
of non-code three driving. It is important that the driver
understand where the authority comes from and the
limitations of that authority.
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MARIPOSA COUNTY FIRE
Code Three — Vehicle Code

PRESENTATION

APPLICATION

.  AUTHORITY FOR CODE THREE

A.

The ability to go code three comes from the
California Vehicle Code (CVC). Itis important that
the driver understand where the authority comes
from and the limitations of that authority.

The ability to go code three also places additional
responsibilities on the driver of the emergency
vehicle, which is not placed on regular drivers. This
is not unlike the responsibility placed on commercial
drivers as compared to non-commercial drivers.

. THE CALIFORNIA VEHICLE CODE

A.

CVC 165. An authorized emergency vehicle is:

This section is where Mariposa County Fire
equipment is given authorization by the Vehicle
Code as emergency vehicles. If a given agency,
department, or service (such as ambulance) is not
found here they cannot utilize red lights and siren to
respond code three.

(a) Any publicly owned and operated
ambulance, lifeguard, or lifesaving equipment
or any privately owned or operated ambulance
licensed by the Commissioner of the California
Highway Patrol to operate in response to
emergency calls.

(b) Any publicly owned vehicle operated by
the following persons, agencies, or
organizations:

(1) Any federal, state, or local agency,
department, or district employing peace
officers as that term is defined in Chapter
4.5 (commencing with Section 830) of Part 2 of
Title 3 of the Penal Code, for use by those
officers in the performance of their duties.

Ask the students
where the authority to
go code three comes
from.

Code Three — Vehicle Code

MPA January 2006
Page 2
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(2) Any forestry or fire department of any public
agency or fire department organized as provided in
the Health and Safety Code.

(c) Any vehicle owned by the state, or any
bridge and highway district, and equipped and
used either for fighting fires, or towing or

servicing other , caring for injured persons,
or repairing damaged lighting or electrical
equipment.

(d) Any state-owned vehicle used in
responding to emergency fire, rescue or
communications calls and operated either by
the Office of Emergency Services or by any
public agency or industrial fire department to
which the Office of Emergency Services has
assigned the vehicle.

(e) Any vehicle owned or operated by any
department or agency of the United States
government when the vehicle is used in
responding to emergency fire, ambulance, or
lifesaving calls or is actively engaged in law
enforcement work.

(f) Any vehicle for which an authorized
emergency vehicle permit has been issued by
the Commissioner of the California Highway
Patrol.

CVC 21055 Driver of Authorized Emergency Vehicle
is exempt from:

1. This section does not say for example that
you can run red lights or stop signs, it says
that you are exempt of specific code sections
that requires such things.

2. (a) It also gives authority to move up code
three when there is a need to provide cover
“by reason of the emergency call.”

What equipment is
required on an
emergency vehicle to
go code three?

Code Three — Vehicle Code

MPA January 2006
Page 3
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3. (b) Requires a red light and siren as
reasonably necessary when responding code
three

21055. The driver of an authorized emergency vehicle

is exempt from Chapter 2 (commencing with
Section 21350), Chapter 3 (commencing with
Section 21650), Chapter 4 (commencing with
Section 21800), Chapter 5 (commencing with
Section 21950), Chapter 6 (commencing with
22100), Chapter 7 (commencing with Section
22348), Chapter 8 (commencing with Section
22450), Chapter 9 (commencing with Section
22500), and Chapter 10 (commencing with
Section 22650) of this division, and Article 3
(commencing with Section 38305) and Article 4
(commencing with Section 38312) of Chapter 5
of Division 16.5, under all of the following
conditions:

(a) If the vehicle is being driven in response to an

emergency call or while engaged in rescue operations
or 1s being used in the immediate pursuit of
an actual or suspected violator of the law or

is responding to, but not returning from, a fire
alarm, except that fire department are exempt
whether directly responding to an emergency call or
operated from one place to another as rendered
desirable or necessary by reason of an emergency call
and operated to the scene of the emergency or
operated from one fire station to another or to some
other location by reason of the emergency call.

(b) If the driver of the vehicle sounds a siren as may be
reasonably necessary and the vehicle displays a lighted
red lamp visible from the front as a warning to other
drivers and pedestrians. A siren shall not be sounded
by an authorized emergency vehicle except when
required under this section.
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CVC 21056 Due Regard

This section places the responsibility to drive with
“due regard” and “safety” when driving code three in
regard to the previous section.

21056. Section 21055 does not relieve the driver of a
vehicle from the duty to drive with due regard for the
safety of all persons using the highway, nor protect
him from the consequences of an arbitrary exercise of
the privileges granted in that section.

CVC 21806 Other Drivers Required to Yield Right-
of-Way.

This is the section that requires the other drivers to
yield right-of-way.

You do not have right-of-way under this section until
it is given. The driver of the other vehicle might be
in violation of this code section, but it does not allow
you to do an unsafe act, such as passing in the
opposing lane on a blind corner. This would not be
providing for “due regard”. Another driver’s vehicle
code violation does not allow you to do an unsafe
act.

21806. Upon the immediate approach of an
authorized emergency vehicle which is sounding a
siren and which has at least one lighted lamp
exhibiting red light that is visible, under normal
atmospheric conditions, from a distance of 1,000 feet
to the front of the vehicle, the surrounding traffic
shall, except as otherwise directed by a traffic officer,
do the following:

(a) (1) Except as required under paragraph (2), the
driver of every other vehicle shall yield the right-of-
way and shall immediately drive to the right-hand
edge or curb of the highway, clear of any intersection,

When do you as the
driver of the
emergency vehicle
gain right-of-way?
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and thereupon shall stop and remain stopped until the

authorized emergency vehicle has passed.

(2) A person driving a vehicle in an
exclusive or preferential use lane shall exit
that lane immediately upon determining that
the exit can be accomplished with reasonable
safety.

(b) The operator of every street car shall
immediately stop the street car, clear of any
intersection, and remain stopped until the
authorized emergency vehicle has passed.

(c) All pedestrians upon the highway shall
proceed to the nearest curb or place of safety
and remain there until the authorized
emergency vehicle has passed.

CVC 21807 Due Regard

This section places the responsibility to drive with
“due regard” and “safety” when driving code three in
regard to the previous section.

21807. The provisions of Section 21806 shall not
operate to relieve the driver of an authorized
emergency vehicle from the duty to drive with due
regard for the safety of all persons and property.

CVC 22350 Speed that is reasonable or prudent;
and having due regard for conditions:

This section exempts no driver from driving at a safe
speed, and puts the responsibility on the driver to
not endanger the safety of persons or property.

22350. No person shall drive a vehicle upon a highway
at a speed greater than is reasonable or prudent
having due regard for weather, visibility, the traffic
on, and the surface and width of, the hichway, and in

Due regard is once
again identified in the
Vehicle Code; ask the
students why this is.
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no event at a speed which endangers the safety of
persons or property.

CVC 25252 One Steady Red Light Required

This section specifically requires “at least one
steady burning red warning lamp” to go code three.
All other lights are in addition to that one red light. If
that one red light is not operating, as per the vehicle
code you should not go code three.

25252. Every authorized emergency vehicle shall be
equipped with at least one steady burning red warning
lamp visible from at least 1,000 feet to the front of the
vehicle to be used as provided in this code.

In addition, authorized emergency may display
revolving, flashing, or steady red warning lights to the
front, sides or rear of the.

CVC 25252.5 Wigwag Headlights allowed for Code
Three

This section allows for wigwag headlights in
conjunction with other code three equipment.

25252.5. (a) Every authorized emergency
vehicle may be equipped with a system which
flashes the upper-beam headlamps of the
vehicle with the flashes occurring alternately
from the front headlamp on one side of the
vehicle to the front headlamp on the other
side of the vehicle. The flashing of the
headlamps shall consist only of upper-beam
flashing, and not the flashing of any other
light beam.

(b) "Upper-beam headlamp," as used in this
section, means a headlamp or that part of a
headlamp which projects a distribution of
light, or composite beam, so aimed and of such
intensity as to reveal persons and at a
distance of at least 350 feet ahead for all
conditions of loading.

(c) The system provided for in subdivision

(a) shall only be used when an authorized emergency
vehicle is being operated pursuant to Section 21055.
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lll. SUMMARY OF THE VEHICLE CODE AND IMPORTANT
FACTORS IN RESPONDING CODE THREE

A. The CVC requires the following equipment to
respond code three:

1. Steady red light visible from a 1000 feet
2. Siren

B. The CVC allows the following equipment when used
in conjunction with the above equipment.

1. Other revolving, flashing, or steady red
warning lights to the front, sides or rear

2. Wigwag headlamps
C. The driver of an emergency vehicle:
1. Is required to use Due Regard

2. lIs required to maintain a speed no greater
than is reasonable or prudent for conditions

3. Does not have right-a-way until other driver
yields it

4. |Is exempt from appropriate vehicle code
sections, which is a privilege given along
with a heightened responsibility

IV. CONCLUSION

The last thing a first responder needs to do is bring the
victims to the emergency. What this means is if you,
yourself get in a traffic collision while in response to
another emergency, you have complicated everything.

As operators of
emergency vehicles,
what are the critical
items in the California
Vehicle Code?
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There is a need to get additional equipment responding to
the first emergency, and now to the second one, yours.
The response times for both is increased due to the
additional travel distance.

When you respond code three with an engine, water
tender, patrol, or squad you need to be aware of the
characteristics of each type of equipment, and how each
will handle in an emergency stop situation.

Be safe and get back to the station after each call with
you and your crew intact.
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SUMMARY:

It is important for the new drivers to understand the authority provided under the California
Vehicle Code when responding code three.

EVALUATION:

The student will pass a written test with 70% accuracy.

ASSIGNMENT:
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